Impact of residency requirement for dental licensure: an update.
As of 2007, New York State Education Law requires successful completion of dental school training and completion of an approved dental residency program for dental licensure. In a transitional period, from 2003-2006, a dental licensure applicant could select the path of an approved residency program or the New York State-recognized regional standardized clinical examination. By contrast, in 2007, the state of Connecticut adopted and continues to abide by regulations that permit licensure by either completion of an approved residency program or passage of the recognized regional standardized clinical examination. A review of the changing number of dentists licensed in these two adjoining Northeastern states under new licensure guidelines is considered in terms of the possible relationship to the new licensing process.